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The Joint and Separate Account or Narra- 
tive of George Collcott, aud Robert Jones, 
Mariners, relating io what paſſed at their 
ſeveral Meetings with others, about the 


Affair of Dunkirk. 


HE faid Georze Collcort faith, that when he was with 

Mr. Carkeſs, the Secretary to the Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms, at the Cuſtom-Houſe, on Wedne/day the 4th 
Day of February laſt, he received a Meſſage that a Gentle- 
man wanted to ſpeak with him at the Swan Tavern by 
3 the ſaid Geo. Collcott went thither, and there 
found one Thomas Stepping fitting with Mr. Brinſden of Dur- 
ham-Yard. Upon Collcotts entring the Room, Stepping told 
Mr. Brinſden that was Mr. Collcott, and then Brin/den ſaid 
he was glad to ſee him, and defired him to fit down, which 
Collcott did, and thereupon Brinſden took a Glaſs of Wine 
and drank Capt. Buſhell's Health to Collcott. Collcutt ask- 
ed him if he knew Mr. Buſbell, to which he anſwered 
no, but had heard a very good Character of him. Brin/- 
den then asked Collcott if he knew Mr. Bedford and Mr. 
Johnſon Merchants of Dunkirk ; to which he anſwered, 
yes. Brinſden then asked, if they (the ſaid Merchants) 
were concerned in Coals, for he had a Mind to ſend 
over Coals and Lead to that Place. Collcott told him the 
propereſt Perſon to apply to was one Mr. Peter Ste vall, who 
was Broker to all the Colliers that came there. Mr. 
Brinſden then looked into his Pocket-Book, and ſaid you 
are much in the Right of it, that is the proper Perſon. 
Collcott asked Brinſden if he had got a Ship fit for the 
Trade, for Dunkirk was a difficult Place to go to; 
Brinſden ſaid he had a Ship. Collcott asked him what 
Country built Ship ſhe was, and he ſaid Scarbrough. 
Collcott further asked what Water ſhe drew, Brinſden an- 
ſwered, they ſay Fourteen Foot and an half; to which 
Collcott replied, that Draught of Water would not do 
for a Collier to that Place, (meaning Dunkirk. ) 
Collcott asked Brinſden, if he had a Maſter for the 
Ship ? To which he anſwered, no; Mr. Collcott re- 
plied he would willingly ſerve him as a Mafter, 
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and ſaid that he had been concerned in a Collier, but 
did not care to be concerned in a Ship that drew ſo 
much Water as Fourteen Foot and an half; but if he 
would buy a Floaty Ship, ſuch an one as he could re- 
commend to him at Yarmouth, he would be con- 
cerned with him, and go 100 l. with him, and begin 
the Trade with him aſſoon as he pleaſed. Byinſden ſaid 
he was told there was Water enough in Dunyry Har- 
bour. Collcott anſwered the Harbour was good, taking 
Times and Seaſons ; but it would not anſwer to lie in 
Dunkirk Road, and there to lighten a Collier, there 
muſt be a Floaty Veſſel for that Buſineſs. Brinſden hav- 
ing ſaid that he was informed the Harbour was good, 
Collcott faid, Sir, I find you want an Information re- 
lating to Dunkirk Harbour, and added that he could 
give him as good an Information as any Man in Eng- 
land, but ſaid he would not do or ſay any Thing 
about it, unleſs he, Brinſden, would give him his Word 
and Honour, that he would uſe his beſt Efforts to 
get Mr. Buſhell over. Brinſden then ſaid, dont take 
this Meeting for an Invitation, but if you will meet 
me at the Sun-Tavern behind the Exchange next Sa- 
turday, he would give him (Collcott) a further Account 
of the Matter, and he ſhould ſee in a little Time 
thoſe worthy Gentlemen that would certainly gain 
Mr. Buſbells Liberty: After which Mr. Brinſden pulled 
out a Plan of Dunkirk, as it ſtood before it was demo- 
liſhed, and asked (ollcott ſeveral Queſtions about the 
Reparations that had been made, which Collcott prickt 
oft upon the Plan, and faid that was nothing to what 
it was now; but when he ſaw the Gentlemen, he would 
give them a Plan of it himſelf: Brinſden then talked 
much of the great Decay of Trade, and how the People 
of Dunkirk 1ncreasd in Trade, and that inſtead of our 
ſupplying them with Sugars, as we uſed to do, the 
French now did it themſelves: After which Brinſden and 
Collcott parted, 

Purſuant to the Appointment made by Mr. 
Brinſden to mect at the Sun- Tavern, Mr. Collcott 
went thither, and carried with him the ſaid Ro- 
tert Jones on Sattyday the Seventh Day of Fe- 
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bruary, about Three of the Clock, where they dined in a 
large Room, with a Screen before the Door, at which 
Time were preſent Fobn Taylor, William Manawry, Tho- 
mas Stepping, Thomas Jenkins, and one Mr. Eale Ne- 
phew to Mr. Brinſden. The ſaid George Collcott and Re- 
bert Jones ſay, that Brinſden frequently went in and out 
of the Room; and juſt after Dinner, Brin/den laid a 
Plan of Dunkirk upon the Table, which the Perſons 
preſent looked into, and paſſed their Sentiments upon 
it, after which he withdrew. The ſaid Eales. then de- 
fired Silence, and pulled a Paper out of his Pocket, 
which he read, containing a Deſcription of the Har- 
bour, in which the ſaid Collcort made ſome Alterations; 
upon which the ſaid Eales withdrew, and went into a- 
nother Room for half an Hour, and returned with ano- 
ther Paper, and offered it to the Perſons then preſent 
to be ſigned, but Robert Jones objected to the Signing 
of it, unleſs he had a Promiſe that Buſhell ſhould be 
brought over. Brinſden thereupon took the ſaid Jones 
by the Hand, and aſſured him, that it ſhould be done; 
and Captain Taylor faid, he expected in a Fortnight s 
Time to go over for him himſelf. Hrinſden called Capt. 
Jenkins out of the Room, and Collcott followed them, 
and defired that Jenkins might not be drawn in to fign 
the Paper, for that it would be a Prejudice to him 
and his Family, as he was a Man that uſed the Dunkirk 


Trade; upon which he was excus d. 


On Monday the ninth Day of February Eales got all the 
Perſons that were at the Sun-Tavern together, and one 


Capt. Francis Williams, at the Swan in Thames Street, about 
Ten in the Morning, from whence they all went in 
Coaches to Mr. Brinſden's Houſe in Durham-Yard, where 
they were carried into a Parlour, and entertained with 
Wine. They were carried one by one into a Room 
up two Pair of Stairs, to be examined ſeparately, where 
there were two Mr. Pulteneys, Sir William Windham, a tall 
thin young Gentleman whoſe Name they know not, 
another tall Gentleman, that ſtoops a little, and ſeem- 
ed to be about 5o Years of Age, who Mr. Fales ſaid 
was a Lord, and the firſt Letter of his Title was a B., 
and Mr. Brinſden. 

The ſaid Geo. Collcott ſays, That when he was exa- 
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mined there, Sir William Windham asked him, how long 
he had known Dwunkirk ? To which he anſwered, Twenty 
Years. Sir William then ſaid, that he had known it long 
before the Demolition of it, and made ſeveral Enquiries 
about the former and preſent Situation of Dunkirk, and 
put the ſame or ſuch like Queſtions to him, as he did in 
the Houſe of Commons; to which the ſaid Collcott gave 
the ſame Anſwers that he did there. Geo. Collcott after- 
wards ſaid to Sir Villiam, and the reſt of the Gentle- 
men there, that as he had given them a fair and true 
Account of the Condition of Dunkirk, he hoped they 
would deal honourably by him, and get Mr. Buſbell a 
Diſcharge from all his Troubles, that he might come 
home; to which Wm. Pulteney, Eſq; ſaid, Mr. Collcott, 
Do you know what Mr. Byſhell is indebted to the Crown? 
Does he owe 200 J.? Collcott ſaid, Sir, I am afraid he is 
heavy loaded, and ſignified to them that the Proſecution 
was for treble the Value, the Information having been 
laid in Time. The Gentlemen then diſputed whether 
they ſhould ſend for him; upon which it was ſaid by 
ſome of them, perhaps they will lay him in Goal when 
he does come over; and ſo it was agreed amongſt them 
to ſtay and ſee how the Affair would go, but deſired 
Collcott to write to him, and chear him up, and let him 
know, that in a little Time they would get his Diſ- 
charge, and procure his Liberty; and in Purſuance 
thereof, the ſaid C ollcott did write to that Effect to Mr. 
Buſhell. Collcott was called up a ſecond Time to the 
ſaid Gentlemen, and then told them he had given an Ac- 
count of . ſeveral indirect Practices carried on in the 
Trade between Dunkirk and Ireland, and other Places, of 
which he had Information from Buſhell, but could not 
get Relief for him ; To which the ſaid Gentlemen faid, 
that it was a lamentable Caſe that the poor Man could 
not be relieved, but that they would take Care and get 
his Buſineſs done in a little Time. 

The ſaid Robert Jones ſays, That he was called up two 
Pair of Stairs to the ſaid Gentlemen, and was examined 
about the preſent Situation of Dunkirk, and the Repa- 
rations made in the Harbour, to which he gave them An- 
ſwers, which Sir William Windham and Mr. Pu/teney minuted 
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down. About the Middle of the Examination, Jones 
told them he would proceed no farther, unleſs he had 
a Promiſe for the Diſcharge or Relief of Mr. Buſhell ; 
upon which Mr. Pulreney, and the tall elderly Mari 
called the Lord, took him by the Hand, and aſſured 
him that he ſhould ſee Mr. Buſpell here iii five or fix 
Days Time ; and by their Promiſes the faid Robert Jones 
did expect to ſee him at Liberty in a few Days. 

The faid George Collcott and Robert Jones fay, that they; 
and the ſaid Manowry, Stepping, Taylor, Jenks, Williams, 
and Eales, went from Mr. Hrinſden s Houſe, to dine at 
the Croſs Keys, near Covent Garden; and after Dinner Mr: 
Brinſden came to them, and told them they muſt ſtay 


at that End of the Town all Night, and that there 


were Porters ready to ſend tb their Houſes to let theit 
Wives know they would not be at Home that Night, 
and they did write to that Effect. Brinſden and T- 
lor frequently talked privately together; and whilſt 
Collcott, Jones, and the others, were writing to their Wives, 
Brinſden wrote a Letter or Note to Mr: Joſepb Taylor at 
Bridewell, on the ſaid Capt. Taylor's Account; and Capt. 
Taylor afterwards told Co//cott and Jones, that the Note or 
Letter written by Brinſden to Mr. Joſeph Tay/or;was for him 
to go to Mr. Metca!f, Solicitor of the Cuſtoms, to,diſcharge 
the Proſecution againſt him, and make Satisſaction to 
the Government, which Tay iir ſaid was more than 200 l. 
Brinſden then told them he had provided Beds and a 
Supper for them at the Star- Iun in the Strand; to which 
Place they went, attended by Mr. Zales; where they all, 
except Fones and Eales, lay. About Ter of the Clock tlie 
next Morning Mr. Brin/den, and one Mr. Watſon came to 
them; Brinſden expreſſed his Satisfaction int ſeeing them 


there, but did not ſtay, and left Mr. Watſon with them 


to take Care of them, who having called for ſome Li- 
quor for them, laid the Plan of Dunkirk, before them, 
that they might make their Obſervations thereupon. 
About a Quarter after Eleven, Mr. Watſon and they 
went in Coaclies to the Ordnance Coffee-Houſe, 
in Old- Palace- Iard; where, they ftaid till they were 
examined beforè the Houſe of Commons, Mr. Watſon 
and Mr. Eales continuing with them all that Timie. 
After their Examination they went to the Sun-Ta- 
vern at / eſtminſter, with Mr. Watſon and Mr. Eales. 
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Mr. Ea'es was ſeveral Times called out, and when he 
returned the laſt Time, he told them that the Houſe 
of Commons was up, that they had Thanks for what 
they had done, that his Uncle Zrinſden gave his Service 
to them, and would have waited upon them, but that 
it was reported they had been bribed; however he would 
take a proper Opportunity to gratify them all. 

The ſaid Geo. Co//cott ſays, That Capt. Wi//iams told 
him he had gotten Security for his Veſſel and Effects, 
and was indemnified from all Accidents, and was going 
to Dunkirk, and defired Co cott to write to Benjamin 
Hayes, Buſhe/bs Clerk, to come over; Co//cott ſaid that 
Benjamin had an Employment, and it would ruin him 
to be brought over hither, unleſs he was to be pro- 
vided for; Wilhams anſwered, that he had mentioned 
that to the Gentlemen that were at Mr. Brinſden's 
Houſe, and they had aſſured him they would get him 
a Clerkſhip, and ii ms faid the fame Gentlemen had 
given him Security for his Veſſel, and for his Effects, 


which were worth roo0o l. and were then in Mr. Peter 


Stevall's Hands in Dunkirk, Williams further told him, 
That Mr. Pulteney had given an Order upon the Trea- 
ſurer of the Forces at Calais, to pay 100 Livres for 
Benjamin Hayes s Paſſage to Eng/and. Colicott according- 
ly wrote to Benjamin Hayes, who immediately came 
over, and on his Arrival Co//cott carried him to Mr. 
Brinſden's in Durham-Yard, to whom he introduced him; 
at which Time there was at Hrinſden s, Alexander Chiſholm, 
John Winter and John Manowry. Brinſden asked ſeveral 


| Queſtions of Benjamin Hayes about Dunkirk, but much did 


not paſs before a Coach came to the Door, in which was 
Sir William Windham and Mr. Pu/teney, who got out and 
went up two Pair of Stairs; ' ſoon after another Coach 
came, in which were the tall elderly Gentleman, be- 


fore mentioned, called my Lord, and the ſaid tall thin 


young Gentleman, who likewiſe went up two Pair of 
Stairs. Benjamin Hayes, Mr. Manowry, Alexander Chiſholm, 
obn Winter, and one Thorond were ſeparately 
called up into the two Pair of Stairs Room, and exami- 
ned; and afterwards Geo. Collcott was called up, and the 
Gentlemen thanked him for the Carehe had taken to get 
Benjamin over, and Chiſholm up to Town. After that they 


were carried to the Half Moon Tavern in the Strand, by 


Eales, where there was a very handſome Dinner provided for 


them. 
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them. Robert Jones lays, that the tall elderly Gentle- 
man abovementioned, that was at Brinſden's Houſe, was 
the late Lord Bolingbroke, whom he ſaw when he came 
from France, and rode by his Coach Side berween Do- 
ver and Sittingbourn, ſaw him likewiſe at Sittingbourn at 
Dinner, and has ſeen him at ſeveral other Times. And 
Jones ſays, that when he was at Brin/den's Houſe, Eales 
ſhewed him a Picture there which he ſaid was the Lord 
Bolingbroke's, and ſaid that his Lordſhip would be there 
in a little Time, 1 

The ſaid George Collcott and Robert Jones ſay, that on 
Wedneſday the 18th Day of February they and Manowry, 


Taylor, Stepping, Jenkins, and Eales, dined at the Ship Ta- 


vein behind the Royal. Exchange, at which Time Mr. 


Eales produced a Song about Dunkirk, which they ſang, 
and Brinſden went ſeveral Times backwards and (ont 
Briuſden took Jones by the Hand, and told him, that this 
Affair (meaning that of Dunkirk) would be of particular 
Service to him; and turning to Collcott. ſaid, And as fot 
you, Mr. Collcott, we will take particular Care of you, 
and expreſſed himſelf to the like Effect to the reſt of the 
Company. Collcott and Jones further ſay, that Mr. Brinſ- 
den told them, that if they ſucceeded in the Affair about 
Dunkirk, there would be Vacancies for every body that 
had given their Actendance on that Occaſion, + tr 

George Collcott ſays, that Stepping has told him, that he 
never was at Dunkirk but twice in his Life '; and when 
Stepping was framing his Speech that he was to make to 
the Houſe of Commons, and ſpeaking of two Ships that 


had been lighren'd, and were going our of the Old Road: 


into the Harbour of Dunkirk, and ſaying they went in 
when the Water was falliag, and mentioning the Ton- 
nage of the Veſſel, which Facts Collcott knowing to be 
falſe, told him, That though he was not to be upon 


Oath before the Houſe of Commons, he might be upon 


Oath in another Place, and bid him take care what he 


Aid. 


And Collcott ſays, that what Manowry related to the 


Houſe of Commons about Stores being provided at 
Dunkirk was falſe; and verily believes, that what 
Taylor and Manowry ſaid and did upon that Occaſion, was 


done on Purpoſe ro ger themſelves diſcharged from 


Proſecutions ; upon which Account they enlarged in 
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the Relation they gave of the Dunkirk Affair, as he verily 
believes. 5 Bat 
And the ſaid George Co/lrott and Robert Jones ſay, That 
they underſtood from the Converſation in general which 
they had at all their Meetings aforeſaid, that the 
Complaint and Noiſe about Dunkirk, was made with an 
Intent to break the Peace, and overturn Sir Robert Wa/- 
pole, and to caſt a Slurr upon the preſent Meaſures, which 
they conſtantly ridiculed. 

The ſaid George Co//rott and Robert Jones ſay, That at 
all their ſaid ſeveral Meetings they were treated, and be- 
lie ve that all the Reckonings were paid by Eales, except 
that at the Star-Inn, which was paid by Taylor. And 
George Collcott ſays, that having Occaſion to go out when 
he was at Mr. Brin/dex's Houfe in Durham-Yard, upon his 
Return he ſaw John Taylor pulling his Hand out of his 
Pocket, and at the ſanie time heard him ſay to Mr. Brinſ- 
den, If I have not enough I will let you know; by which 
he underſtood that he had then received ſome Money of 
Mr. Brinſdeii, and ſhould receive more as Occaſion 1e- 
quired, | 3 | 
The ſaid George Collcoti ſaith, that on Monday the 23d 
Day of Feb. laſt, He, Manowry, Chiſho/m, Benjamin Hayes, 
and Tay/or, were all together at the ſaid Tay/or's Houſe, 
where they were entertained with French Wine. He fur- 
ther ſays, That a certam Ship being launched laſt Novem- 
ber into the Harbour of Dunkirk, and built juſt below the 
Town Key, concerning which Capt. Taylor reported that 
ſhe drew Eleven Foot Water abaft when launched, he the 
ſaid Collcott took particular Notice of the ſaid Ship, and 
faith, that ſhe drew no more Water than Eight Foot a- 
baft and Five Foot forward. . 
| | | George Collcott. 
| | Robt. Fones. 
George Collcott, , St. Catherine's, in the County of Midax. 
Mariner, and Robert Jones, of Fower-ſtreet, London, Mariner, 
. jointly and ſeverally make Oath, That the Account an Narrative 
given by them as above contained in Eight Pages, of which every 
Page is figned with their own Hands, ſo far as it relates to each 
other, is juſt-and true. 
„ £ 1 George Collcott. - 
Jurat undecimo die Martii | Robt. Jones. 
Ann' Dom' 1729. co» | | 
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